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Hello	  everyone.	  	  Welcome	  to	  today’s	  session	  on	  the	  Nation’s	  Report	  Card,	  focusing	  on	  what	  parents	  can	  
do	  to	  improve	  student	  achievement	  overall	  and	  close	  achievement	  gaps.	  

I	  am	  Tonya	  Miles	  and	  very	  happy	  to	  be	  with	  you.	  	  I	  am	  a	  member	  of	  the	  National	  Assessment	  Governing	  
Board,	  which	  oversees	  the	  Nation’s	  Report	  Card.	  	  I	  am	  also	  a	  long-‐standing	  PTA	  member	  from	  Maryland	  
and	  a	  former	  member	  of	  the	  MD	  State	  Board	  of	  Education.	  

Most	  importantly,	  I	  am	  an	  involved	  parent	  of	  three	  public	  school	  children.	  	  	  

My	  presence	  at	  the	  conference	  signals	  the	  collaborative	  relationship	  between	  the	  National	  PTA	  and	  the	  
Governing	  Board	  that	  has	  developed	  over	  the	  last	  year.	  	  	  

This	  collaborative	  relationship	  has	  grown	  out	  of	  the	  Governing	  Board’s	  initiative	  to	  reach	  parents,	  parent	  
leaders,	  and	  parent	  organizations	  with	  data	  and	  resources	  from	  the	  Nation’s	  Report	  Card,	  because	  of	  
the	  urgent	  need	  to	  improve	  achievement	  and	  close	  achievement	  gaps.	  	  

The	  NPTA’s	  longstanding	  prominence	  as	  an	  advocate	  for	  children,	  its	  leadership	  in	  education,	  and	  its	  
unique	  position	  nationally	  and	  with	  its	  state	  and	  local	  affiliates,	  make	  this	  collaboration	  ripe	  with	  
potential.	  	  	  	  	  I	  can	  tell	  you	  that	  the	  Governing	  Board	  is	  pleased	  and	  excited	  about	  it	  and	  this	  important	  
step	  we	  are	  taking	  in	  the	  conversation	  we	  will	  have	  today.	  

We	  have	  structured	  our	  time	  together	  today	  so	  we	  can	  have	  a	  conversation,	  to	  hear	  from	  you.	  	  So	  for	  
about	  the	  first	  half	  of	  today’s	  session,	  I	  will	  pose	  some	  questions	  to	  prompt	  your	  thinking	  and	  provide	  
background	  information.	  And	  then	  for	  the	  second	  half	  we	  will	  explore	  these	  questions	  together.	  

I	  will	  share	  these	  questions	  with	  you	  in	  a	  moment.	  	  Before	  I	  set	  the	  stage….	  
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The	  Phi	  Delta	  Kappan	  has	  conducted	  surveys	  for	  years	  on	  the	  public’s	  satisfaction	  with	  schools.	  	  
Generally,	  people	  rate	  schools	  overall	  poorly,	  but	  their	  own	  schools	  highly.	  	  Of	  course,	  mathematically,	  
these	  two	  views	  cannot	  both	  be	  true.	  

The	  question	  is—how	  can	  we	  know	  if	  our	  state	  and	  district’s	  schools	  overall	  are	  good	  enough,	  whether	  
our	  child’s	  school	  is	  good	  enough,	  and	  whether	  our	  child’s	  achievement	  is	  good	  enough?	  

I	  heard	  a	  quote	  recently	  that	  made	  a	  big	  impression	  on	  me-‐-‐Without	  data	  about	  schools	  you	  are	  just	  
another	  person	  with	  an	  opinion.	  	  	  

I	  would	  add	  to	  that	  quote	  the	  following—Being	  able	  to	  make	  solid	  comparisons	  gives	  education	  data	  
power.	  	  	  

And	  for	  parents—understanding	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  comparisons	  can	  give	  parents	  the	  power	  to	  ask	  the	  
right	  questions—questions	  that	  can	  lead	  to	  positive	  and	  productive	  conversations	  with	  education	  
leaders	  to	  improve	  achievement	  and	  close	  achievement	  gaps.	  	  	  

My	  presentation	  today	  is	  going	  to	  focus	  on	  fostering	  your	  questions.	  

However,	  I	  am	  going	  to	  ask	  you	  to	  hold	  your	  questions	  until	  I	  finish	  my	  presentation—maybe	  write	  them	  
down	  as	  they	  occur	  to	  you.	  	  I	  do	  have	  a	  lot	  to	  share.	  	  	  
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These	  are	  the	  questions	  I	  will	  be	  addressing	  in	  my	  presentation,	  to	  discuss	  together	  in	  the	  second	  half.	  

	  	  Please	  take	  a	  minute	  to	  read	  and	  reflect	  on	  these	  questions	  and	  then	  let’s	  get	  started.	  
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Is	  there	  an	  achievement	  crisis	  in	  the	  United	  States?	  	  Are	  our	  students	  being	  challenged	  academically?	  
How	  well	  are	  they	  performing?	  	  	  

Let’s	  see	  what	  the	  Nation’s	  Report	  Card—also	  known	  as	  the	  National	  Assessment	  of	  Educational	  
Progress	  tells	  us.	  	  I	  will	  be	  using	  the	  acronym	  NAEP	  today	  just	  to	  keep	  things	  simple.	  

I	  will	  present	  some	  data	  from	  NAEP	  now,	  and	  will	  provide	  a	  little	  background	  information	  on	  NAEP	  later	  
in	  the	  presentation.	  
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These	  are	  the	  NAEP	  national	  results	  from	  2011	  at	  grade	  4	  in	  reading	  and	  math.	  	  I	  will	  show	  you	  results	  
for	  grade	  8	  and	  12	  in	  a	  minute.	  	  The	  gold	  slices	  of	  the	  pie	  charts	  show	  the	  percentage	  of	  4th	  graders	  at	  or	  
above	  Proficient	  on	  NAEP	  in	  reading	  and	  math.	  	  The	  blue	  slices	  show	  the	  percentage	  below	  Proficient.	  	  	  

I	  will	  provide	  a	  definition	  of	  Proficient	  later	  in	  my	  presentation,	  but	  for	  now,	  just	  keep	  in	  mind	  that	  
Proficient	  means	  solid	  academic	  achievement	  and	  competency	  over	  challenging	  subject	  matter.	  	  It	  is	  a	  
rigorous	  standard.	  	  	  	  

In	  2011,	  at	  grade	  4	  in	  reading—34%	  performed	  at	  or	  above	  Proficient	  on	  NAEP;	  66%	  performed	  below	  
Proficient.	  

In	  math—40%	  were	  at	  or	  above	  Proficient	  on	  NAEP;	  60%	  below	  Proficient	  
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Here	  are	  the	  results	  for	  8th	  grade—about	  the	  same	  as	  grade	  4	  in	  reading	  and	  a	  smaller	  percentage	  than	  
grade	  4	  at	  or	  above	  proficient	  in	  math—35%	  at	  8th	  grade	  vs.	  40%	  at	  4th	  grade.	  
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Here	  are	  the	  most	  recent	  12th	  grade	  results—from	  2009.	  	  	  

In	  reading	  38%	  at	  or	  above	  Proficient;	  62%	  below	  Proficient	  

In	  math	  26%	  at	  or	  above	  Proficient;	  74%	  below	  Proficient	  
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As	  you	  know	  each	  state	  has	  its	  own	  standards	  and	  assessments.	  	  While	  the	  assumption	  may	  have	  been	  
made	  that	  these	  different	  state	  tests	  and	  performance	  standards	  were	  similar,	  it	  wasn’t	  until	  the	  state	  
standards	  were	  compared	  using	  NAEP	  that	  the	  variability	  was	  documented.	  	  	  

The	  vertical	  line	  along	  the	  left	  is	  the	  NAEP	  scale	  for	  4th	  grade	  math:	  0-‐500	  points.	  	  In	  2009,	  the	  
percentage	  of	  students	  reported	  as	  being	  at	  or	  above	  Proficient	  on	  the	  state	  assessment	  was	  translated	  
to	  the	  point	  on	  the	  NAEP	  scale	  that	  represented	  the	  same	  percentage	  of	  students,	  

The	  state	  results	  are	  arrayed	  from	  left	  to	  right	  from	  lowest	  to	  highest	  in	  terms	  of	  where	  the	  standards	  
appear	  on	  the	  NAEP	  scale.	  	  As	  you	  can	  see	  there	  is	  a	  great	  degree	  of	  variability.	  	  	  

The	  blue	  arrow	  near	  the	  top	  is	  pointing	  to	  the	  score	  on	  NAEP	  that	  is	  the	  score	  for	  NAEP	  Proficient.	  	  As	  
you	  can	  see,	  one	  state	  has	  set	  its	  standard	  at	  that	  point.	  	  For	  my	  presentation	  today,	  it	  is	  not	  my	  intent	  
to	  highlight	  any	  specific	  state,	  but	  to	  show	  you	  what	  you	  can	  learn	  about	  your	  state,	  and	  how	  it	  
compares	  to	  other	  states.	  

One	  important	  note:	  	  it	  was	  this	  series	  of	  NAEP	  studies,	  documenting	  the	  variability	  of	  state	  standards,	  
that	  helped	  prompt	  the	  state	  led	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  Initiative.	  	  We	  can	  talk	  more	  about	  
NAEP	  and	  Common	  Core	  during	  our	  discussion	  period.	  	  
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Another	  way	  of	  looking	  at	  the	  question	  of	  whether	  U.S.	  student	  achievement	  is	  good	  enough	  is	  to	  look	  
at	  international	  assessments.	  	  	  	  The	  test	  results	  we	  will	  be	  looking	  at	  are	  from	  TIMSS—which	  stands	  for	  
Trends	  in	  International	  Mathematics	  and	  Science	  study.	  	  	  

You	  will	  see	  in	  the	  next	  several	  slides	  that	  the	  U.S.	  is	  out-‐performed	  by	  a	  good	  number	  of	  our	  global	  
competitors.	  	  	  	  

Some	  analysts	  argue	  that	  there	  are	  flaws	  in	  international	  comparisons—for	  example,	  there	  are	  countries	  
that	  may	  not	  include	  students	  with	  disabilities	  in	  their	  national	  samples	  because	  of	  how	  their	  schools	  are	  
organized.	  	  	  	  

It	  is	  fair	  to	  interpret	  the	  results	  with	  appropriate	  caution,	  but	  we	  cannot	  ignore	  these	  results.	  

These	  are	  the	  grade	  4	  math	  results—the	  U.S.	  is	  the	  gold	  line.	  
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Here	  are	  the	  grade	  8	  results	  in	  math.	  
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These	  are	  the	  4th	  grade	  science	  results.	  
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And	  the	  8th	  grade	  science	  results.	  

As	  you	  can	  see,	  the	  pattern	  of	  U.S.	  performance	  is	  consistent	  across	  the	  grades	  and	  subjects.	  
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The	  world	  of	  today	  and	  the	  good-‐paying	  jobs	  of	  tomorrow	  increasingly	  require	  education	  and	  training	  
beyond	  high	  school.	  	  Where	  thirty	  or	  forty	  years	  ago,	  a	  high	  school	  diploma	  may	  have	  been	  sufficient	  to	  
get	  a	  good	  job,	  this	  is	  no	  longer	  true.	  

The	  United	  States’	  global	  competitive	  advantage	  has	  always	  been	  innovation—technology,	  science,	  and	  
engineering	  are	  the	  foundations	  of	  this	  innovation.	  	  Keeping	  our	  competitive	  edge	  requires	  an	  
increasingly	  well-‐educated	  and	  well-‐trained	  population	  and	  work	  force.	  	  	  

Our	  global	  competitors	  know	  this.	  	  For	  example,	  Chinese	  President	  Hu	  recently	  said	  that	  his	  country	  
intends	  not	  just	  to	  MAKE	  things	  for	  the	  world	  marketplace,	  but	  to	  CREATE	  new	  things	  for	  the	  world	  
marketplace,	  and	  that	  the	  Chinese	  education	  system	  is	  focused	  on	  fostering	  innovation	  and	  creativity	  in	  
its	  students.	  	  	  
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So	  I	  ask	  you-‐-‐As	  parent	  and	  parent	  leaders,	  why	  should	  we	  care	  about	  overall	  achievement	  of	  the	  
nation’s	  students	  and	  about	  achievement	  gaps?	  	  	  

Do	  we	  believe	  that	  there	  is	  a	  connection	  between	  the	  quality	  of	  education	  of	  the	  workforce	  and	  the	  
prospects	  for	  the	  nation’s	  economic	  vitality	  and	  national	  security?	  	  	  

Do	  we	  believe	  that	  there	  is	  a	  connection	  between	  the	  opportunities	  created	  by	  the	  larger	  economy	  and	  
the	  opportunities	  that	  will	  be	  available	  for	  our	  own	  children?	  	  	  

Do	  we	  believe	  that	  the	  complexity	  of	  today’s	  public	  policy	  issues	  requires	  well-‐educated	  citizens	  to	  
engage	  effectively	  in	  our	  democracy?	  
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Here	  are	  data	  for	  April	  2012	  from	  the	  Department	  of	  Labor	  that	  show	  a	  relationship	  between	  education	  
and	  unemployment.	  	  	  

While	  the	  overall	  unemployment	  rate	  is	  8.2%,	  it	  is	  12.5%	  if	  you	  do	  not	  have	  a	  high	  school	  diploma;	  7.9%	  
if	  you	  graduated	  high	  school,	  7.6	  %	  if	  you	  have	  some	  college	  or	  significant	  job	  training	  beyond	  high	  
school,	  and	  4	  %	  if	  you	  have	  a	  college	  degree	  or	  higher.	  	  	  	  

There	  is	  a	  similar	  relationship	  for	  education	  and	  median	  weekly	  earnings,	  from	  $450	  with	  no	  diploma	  to	  
$1,158	  with	  a	  college	  degree	  or	  higher.	  	  	  This	  is	  in	  comparison	  to	  the	  overall	  median	  weekly	  wage,	  which	  
was	  $815.	  	  	  
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Education	  and	  job	  training	  beyond	  high	  school	  are	  essential	  in	  today’s	  world.	  Forty	  or	  fifty	  years	  ago,	  a	  
high	  school	  education	  may	  have	  been	  sufficient	  to	  get	  a	  good	  job	  to	  support	  oneself	  or	  raise	  a	  family—
today	  this	  is	  no	  longer	  true.	  	  	  	  
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Little	  discussed	  today	  but	  very	  important,	  looking	  to	  the	  future,	  is	  the	  changing	  nature	  of	  the	  nation’s	  
demographics.	  	  This	  chart	  shows	  the	  change	  in	  the	  4th	  grade	  student	  population	  over	  the	  last	  two	  
decades.	  	  	  

As	  the	  chart	  shows,	  the	  nation’s	  public	  schools	  are	  becoming	  increasingly	  diverse,	  with	  the	  4th	  grade	  
minority	  population	  in	  public	  schools	  growing	  from	  27%	  in	  1992	  to	  46%	  in	  2011.	  

The	  Census	  Bureau	  recently	  reported	  that	  in	  2011—slightly	  more	  than	  50%	  of	  the	  babies	  born	  in	  the	  U.S.	  
were	  non-‐white.	  

Of	  course,	  the	  demographics	  of	  today’s	  young	  children	  reflect	  the	  coming	  demographics	  of	  the	  adult	  
population	  and	  thus,	  the	  demographics	  of	  the	  leaders	  and	  workers	  of	  tomorrow,	  who	  will	  be	  managing	  
and	  contributing	  to	  the	  nation’s	  economy	  and	  politics,	  paying	  taxes,	  and	  contributing	  to	  social	  security.	  	  	  
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It	  is	  obvious	  that	  the	  moral	  imperative	  for	  ensuring	  a	  quality	  education	  for	  every	  child	  is	  equally	  
balanced	  by	  the	  economic	  imperative	  for	  doing	  so.	  

Closing	  achievement	  gaps	  is	  not	  just	  the	  right	  thing	  to	  do,	  it	  is	  in	  the	  nation’s	  interest	  and	  each	  
individual’s	  interest.	  	  	  
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The	  Nation’s	  Founders	  believed	  that	  educated	  citizens	  were	  a	  necessity	  for	  a	  vibrant	  democracy.	  	  

In	  today’s	  	  	  complex,	  inter-‐related	  world,	  this	  is	  ever-‐so-‐	  true.	  	  	  

The	  ability	  to	  separate	  fact	  from	  opinion,	  understand	  the	  principles	  of	  science	  and	  	  technology	  and	  their	  
impact	  on	  public	  policy,	  and	  gather	  valid	  information	  independently	  are	  nurtured	  through	  a	  good	  
education.	  	  And	  these	  increasingly	  are	  examples	  of	  necessary	  skills	  to	  be	  an	  effective	  citizen	  in	  a	  
democracy.	  	  	  	  	  	  
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Secretary	  of	  Education	  Arne	  Duncan	  has	  stressed	  the	  critical	  importance	  of	  improving	  achievement	  and	  
closing	  gaps	  for	  the	  nation’s	  social	  and	  economic	  well-‐being.	  
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Please	  raise	  your	  hands—how	  many	  of	  you	  in	  the	  room	  today	  have	  heard	  of	  the	  Nation’s	  Report	  Card,	  or	  
the	  National	  Assessment	  of	  Educational	  Progress,	  or	  NAEP?	  

How	  many	  of	  you	  have	  actually	  seen	  a	  NAEP	  report—before	  opening	  your	  packets	  of	  course!	  

How	  many	  have	  used	  NAEP	  data	  or	  other	  NAEP	  resources?	  

As	  we	  explore	  together	  how	  NAEP	  might	  be	  useful	  to	  parent	  leaders,	  let’s	  start	  with	  some	  background.	  
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NAEP	  has	  been	  in	  existence	  since	  1969.	  	  It	  is	  the	  only	  continuing	  source	  of	  national	  and	  state-‐
comparable	  data	  on	  student	  achievement.	  

NAEP	  is	  highly	  regarded	  for	  the	  quality	  and	  integrity	  of	  the	  information	  it	  provides.	  

Some	  refer	  to	  NAEP	  as	  the	  “truth	  teller”	  	  -‐-‐	  	  for	  its	  service	  as	  an	  independent,	  trusted	  verifier	  of	  state-‐
level	  student	  achievement	  over	  time.	  
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This	  slide	  shows	  how	  NAEP	  fits	  into	  the	  assessment	  landscape.	  

Looking	  at	  the	  K-‐12	  education	  years,	  you	  are	  probably	  most	  familiar	  with	  the	  assessments	  under	  the	  
arrow:	  

• your	  state	  testing	  program,	  which	  under	  No	  Child	  Left	  Behind,	  provides	  individual	  student	  
results	  in	  reading	  and	  math	  for	  grades	  3	  through	  8,	  and	  once	  in	  the	  high	  school	  years,	  almost	  
universally	  by	  grade	  11	  

• and	  those	  important	  	  college	  admission	  tests	  your	  children	  may	  take,	  like	  the	  ACT	  or	  SAT,	  which	  
also	  provide	  individual	  student	  scores	  

NAEP,	  on	  the	  other	  hand,	  tests	  only	  at	  grades	  4,	  8	  and	  12	  and	  provides	  group	  results—data	  for	  the	  
nation,	  for	  states,	  and	  for	  21	  urban	  districts.	  	  

It	  is	  important	  to	  keep	  in	  mind	  that	  NAEP	  does	  NOT	  provide	  individual	  student	  scores,	  NAEP	  does	  NOT	  
provide	  school-‐level	  scores,	  or	  scores	  for	  the	  vast	  majority	  of	  school	  districts.	  	  

This	  difference	  is	  important	  for	  our	  conversation	  today,	  for	  if	  NAEP	  doesn’t	  provide	  information	  about	  
your	  child,	  how	  can	  it	  be	  useful	  to	  parent	  leaders?	  	  We	  will	  come	  back	  to	  this	  question.	  
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NAEP	  tests	  a	  wide	  range	  of	  subjects	  in	  addition	  to	  reading	  and	  math:	  writing,	  science,	  U.S.	  history,	  civics,	  
geography,	  and	  the	  arts,	  to	  name	  a	  few.	  	  	  

We	  are	  developing	  a	  very	  exciting,	  innovative	  assessment	  of	  technology	  and	  engineering	  literacy,	  
planned	  for	  administration	  at	  the	  8th	  grade	  in	  2014.	  

I’ve	  already	  mentioned	  that	  NAEP	  tests	  at	  grades	  4,	  8	  and	  12	  and	  reports	  for	  the	  nation,	  states,	  and	  21	  
urban	  districts.	  
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In	  addition	  to	  national	  results,	  NAEP	  is	  the	  only	  source	  of	  student	  achievement	  that	  provides	  fair,	  
accurate	  comparisons	  across	  states.	  	  This	  includes	  the	  District	  of	  Columbia,	  Puerto	  Rico,	  and	  the	  
Department	  of	  Defense	  schools.	  

NAEP	  stands	  for	  National	  Assessment	  of	  Educational	  Progress—the	  “educational	  progress”	  part	  of	  the	  
name	  means	  that	  NAEP	  reports	  trends	  over	  time.	  

NAEP	  is	  the	  ONLY	  source	  of	  long-‐term	  trend	  data	  for	  states	  going	  back	  about	  20	  years.	  	  Not	  even	  state	  
testing	  programs	  provide	  trend	  data	  this	  far	  back.	  	  

Participation	  in	  state	  NAEP	  was	  completely	  voluntary	  from	  1990	  to	  2002,	  but	  in	  2003	  No	  Child	  Left	  
Behind	  required	  states	  to	  participate	  in	  grade	  4	  and	  8	  reading	  and	  math	  as	  a	  condition	  to	  receive	  Title	  I	  
funds—almost	  all	  states	  participated	  voluntarily,	  but	  all	  states	  are	  in	  now.	  

Participation	  in	  other	  subjects	  and	  grades	  is	  strictly	  voluntary.	  

NAEP	  is	  designed	  to	  minimize	  burden	  to	  students	  and	  schools.	  	  Testing	  time	  is	  about	  50	  minutes	  for	  each	  
student	  randomly	  drawn	  for	  the	  school	  sample	  and	  the	  test	  is	  administered	  by	  a	  NAEP	  contract	  
professional,	  so	  there	  is	  very	  little	  work	  needed	  from	  school	  staff.	  
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While	  participation	  in	  state	  NAEP	  in	  reading	  and	  math	  is	  required	  at	  grades	  4	  and	  8	  under	  NCLB,	  
participation	  at	  grade	  12	  is	  voluntary.	  	  In	  2009,	  as	  a	  part	  of	  a	  pilot,	  11	  states	  volunteered	  to	  get	  the	  first-‐
ever	  12th	  grade	  results.	  	  	  

These	  states	  wanted	  to	  measure	  student	  achievement	  at	  the	  very	  end	  of	  high	  school.	  	  In	  2013,	  two	  more	  
states	  will	  be	  added.	  

It	  is	  important	  to	  note	  that	  NAEP	  is	  unique	  in	  providing	  12th	  grade	  results	  at	  the	  state	  and	  national	  level.	  

State	  assessment	  programs	  generally	  complete	  testing	  by	  11th	  grade	  for	  most	  students.	  	  The	  ACT	  and	  
SAT	  college	  admission	  test	  results	  are	  not	  nationally	  representative	  and	  also	  are	  taken	  before	  grade	  12	  
by	  the	  vast	  majority	  of	  students.	  	  	  

Thus,	  NAEP	  is	  the	  only	  source	  of	  data	  at	  the	  end	  of	  K-‐12	  schooling,	  the	  transition	  point	  to	  adult	  pursuits-‐-‐
postsecondary	  education	  and	  training.	  
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21	  Urban	  districts	  participate	  to	  be	  able	  to	  compare	  their	  results	  on	  a	  common	  measure.	  	  If	  your	  child	  
attends	  one	  of	  these	  districts,	  how	  might	  the	  NAEP	  data	  be	  useful	  to	  you?	  	  	  
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One	  of	  the	  primary	  ways	  NAEP	  reports	  is	  by	  achievement	  levels—these	  are	  performance	  standards	  for	  
reporting	  NAEP	  results.	  	  These	  performance	  standards	  are	  intended	  to	  help	  answer	  the	  question—how	  
good	  is	  “good	  enough”	  on	  NAEP?	  

There	  are	  three	  levels	  that	  are	  set—Basic,	  Proficient,	  and	  Advanced.	  	  We	  also	  report	  on	  the	  percentage	  
of	  students	  in	  the	  range	  below	  Basic.	  	  	  
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As	  the	  slide	  indicates—Proficient	  on	  NAEP	  means	  solid	  academic	  performance,	  competency	  over	  
challenging	  subject	  matter,	  and	  the	  ability	  to	  apply	  knowledge	  to	  real-‐world	  situations.	  	  	  

As	  you	  saw	  earlier	  in	  the	  slide	  that	  looked	  at	  state	  standards	  arrayed	  on	  the	  NAEP	  scale,	  Proficient	  on	  
NAEP	  is	  very	  rigorous.	  	  	  	  
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One	  way	  of	  understanding	  what	  Proficient	  on	  NAEP	  means	  is	  to	  look	  at	  performance	  on	  NAEP	  questions.	  

Here	  is	  a	  grade	  4	  reading	  question.	  	  Students	  read	  a	  passage	  and	  then	  answer	  a	  series	  of	  questions	  
about	  the	  passage.	  	  	  

Some	  things	  to	  point	  out—depending	  on	  the	  grade	  and	  the	  measurement	  objectives,	  reading	  passages	  
can	  be	  200-‐1,500	  words	  in	  length.	  	  Passages	  are	  drawn	  from	  texts	  students	  are	  likely	  to	  encounter,	  not	  
just	  created	  for	  the	  test.	  	  Texts	  are	  both	  fiction	  and	  non-‐fiction,	  literary	  and	  informational.	  	  

Students	  are	  asked	  not	  only	  to	  locate	  information	  or	  identify	  the	  main	  idea,	  but	  to	  demonstrate	  higher	  
order	  thinking,	  such	  as	  making	  inferences,	  interpreting	  text,	  and	  critiquing	  and	  evaluating	  the	  text.	  	  For,	  
for	  example,	  students	  may	  be	  asked	  to	  draw	  conclusions	  about	  the	  author’s	  purpose	  and	  how	  the	  
author	  organized	  the	  text.	  

In	  this	  example,	  students	  are	  asked	  to	  locate	  information	  from	  the	  passage	  to	  interpret	  an	  idea	  in	  the	  
text.	  

Note	  that	  these	  4th	  grade	  students	  are	  asked	  to	  write	  their	  own	  answer,	  NOT	  choose	  from	  among	  one	  of	  
several	  answers	  that	  are	  provided,	  where	  guessing	  is	  possible.	  	  NAEP	  does	  use	  multiple	  choice	  items,	  but	  
about	  half	  of	  the	  testing	  time	  is	  devoted	  to	  types	  of	  questions	  where	  students	  provide	  the	  answers.	  	  	  

Are	  your	  4th	  graders	  exposed	  to	  these	  kinds	  of	  questions?	  Should	  they	  be?	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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Here	  is	  a	  grade	  8	  math	  question	  that	  involves	  probability.	  	  This	  is	  an	  example	  where	  the	  student	  has	  to	  
demonstrate	  understanding	  of	  mathematical	  concepts—for	  example,	  probability,	  congruence,	  and	  
equivalence	  of	  fractions—apply	  those	  understandings	  to	  solve	  the	  problems,	  and	  show	  their	  work	  in	  
supplying	  the	  answer.	  	  There	  is	  no	  guessing	  in	  questions	  like	  these.	  

Does	  this	  seem	  like	  something	  your	  8th	  graders	  should	  be	  able	  to	  do?	  
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At	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  presentation,	  I	  showed	  you	  national	  NAEP	  results.	  

Now	  I	  am	  going	  to	  show	  you	  what	  state	  and	  district	  results	  look	  like.	  	  	  

These	  are	  real	  data	  for	  a	  state	  and	  one	  of	  our	  urban	  districts.	  	  I	  am	  going	  to	  refer	  to	  them	  as	  Your	  State	  
and	  Your	  District	  because	  the	  focus	  is	  on	  sharing	  what	  you	  can	  get	  from	  NAEP—we	  are	  not	  focusing	  on	  
any	  particular	  state	  or	  district	  today.	  
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Here	  is	  an	  example	  comparing	  a	  state	  to	  the	  nation.	  	  	  

So—on	  the	  one	  hand,	  the	  state	  is	  performing	  better	  than	  the	  nation	  in	  reading	  and	  math	  at	  grades	  4	  and	  
8,	  but	  on	  the	  other	  hand—all	  of	  the	  state	  percentages	  are	  less	  than	  50%-‐-‐so	  the	  question	  for	  you	  is—Is	  
the	  performance	  of	  Your	  State	  good	  enough?	  
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This	  slide	  shows	  performance	  in	  Your	  District	  and	  compares	  it	  to	  other	  large	  cities	  and	  to	  the	  nation.	  

Reading	  at	  grade	  4	  and	  8	  is	  on	  the	  left;	  math	  is	  on	  the	  right.	  

For	  each	  cluster	  of	  bars,	  the	  bar	  on	  the	  left	  is	  Your	  District,	  then	  a	  comparison	  with	  Large	  Cities,	  and	  
then	  with	  the	  nation.	  

What	  questions	  come	  to	  mind	  about	  performance	  in	  Your	  District	  looking	  at	  these	  results?	  
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This	  chart	  shows	  how	  Your	  District	  compares	  to	  the	  highest	  and	  lowest	  performing	  among	  the	  21	  urban	  
districts.	  

Again,	  in	  each	  cluster,	  your	  district	  is	  the	  bar	  on	  the	  left.	  

Looking	  at	  the	  results,	  would	  you	  want	  to	  find	  out	  more	  about	  education	  policies	  and	  practices	  in	  the	  
highest	  performing	  district?	  

Of	  course,	  similar	  comparisons	  to	  high	  and	  low	  performers	  are	  possible	  at	  the	  state	  level.	  	  	  	  
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NAEP	  provides	  results	  by	  race,	  ethnicity,	  gender,	  and	  eligibility	  for	  the	  national	  lunch	  program	  as	  a	  
measure	  of	  income	  status.	  	  It	  also	  provides	  results	  for	  students	  with	  disabilities	  and	  English	  language	  
learners,	  and	  by	  gender.	  

In	  this	  slide	  we	  see	  the	  size	  of	  the	  achievement	  gaps	  by	  race/ethnicity	  for	  reading	  at	  grade	  4	  and	  8.	  

At	  each	  grade,	  from	  left	  to	  right,	  the	  bars	  are	  for	  white	  students,	  African-‐American	  students,	  Hispanic	  
Students	  and	  Asian	  students.	  	  	  	  
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Here	  we	  see	  the	  achievement	  gaps	  for	  mathematics	  at	  grades	  4	  and	  8—for	  students	  at	  or	  above	  
Proficient.	  

We	  see	  that	  unacceptable	  achievement	  gaps	  exist	  nationally	  and	  we	  have	  started	  to	  examine	  what	  this	  
means	  for	  the	  nation’s	  future.	  

What	  are	  the	  achievement	  gaps	  in	  Your	  State?	  
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First,	  let’s	  look	  at	  the	  White-‐Hispanic	  achievement	  gap.	  

This	  slide	  shows	  trends	  over	  time	  in	  grade	  4	  math	  achievement	  by	  race/ethnicity.	  	  In	  each	  year,	  it	  shows	  
the	  percent	  at	  or	  above	  Proficient	  for	  white	  students	  and	  for	  Hispanic	  students.	  

The	  number	  between	  the	  two	  lines	  shows	  the	  size	  of	  the	  achievement	  gap	  between	  white	  and	  Hispanic	  
students	  and	  how	  it	  changes	  over	  time.	  

The	  trend	  line	  starts	  in	  1992	  and	  continues	  to	  2011.	  

As	  you	  can	  see,	  achievement	  has	  improved	  significantly	  over	  the	  years	  for	  both	  groups.	  	  This	  is	  a	  good	  
thing.	  

But	  the	  size	  of	  the	  achievement	  gap	  in	  2011	  remains	  about	  the	  same	  as	  it	  was	  in	  1992.	  	  The	  size	  of	  the	  
achievement	  gap	  was	  19	  percentage	  points	  in	  1992	  and	  20	  percentage	  points	  in	  2011.	  

Although	  the	  typical	  comparison	  is	  to	  white	  student	  achievement,	  we	  are	  adding	  Asian/Pacific	  Islander	  
students	  to	  this	  analysis.	  
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Here	  we	  look	  at	  the	  achievement	  gap	  for	  African-‐American	  students.	  	  	  

While	  there	  have	  been	  achievement	  gains	  in	  math	  at	  grade	  4,	  the	  size	  of	  the	  gap	  has	  grown	  from	  a	  22	  
percentage	  point	  difference	  to	  a	  41	  percentage	  point	  difference.	  
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Here	  is	  another	  achievement	  gap	  analysis—this	  time	  by	  eligibility	  for	  the	  national	  lunch	  program,	  as	  an	  
indicator	  of	  low	  income	  status.	  	  The	  gold	  line	  represents	  students	  who	  ARE	  eligible	  for	  the	  free	  lunch	  
program;	  the	  blue	  line	  represents	  students	  who	  are	  NOT	  eligible.	  	  

While	  we	  see	  improvement	  for	  both	  groups,	  the	  size	  of	  the	  gap	  is	  growing—from	  a	  26	  percentage	  point	  
difference	  to	  a	  37	  percentage	  point	  difference.	  

So	  let’s	  take	  stock.	  	  What	  do	  the	  patterns	  on	  three	  slides	  about	  4th	  grade	  gaps	  suggest	  about	  
performance	  at	  the	  end	  of	  8th	  grade?	  	  	  

What	  do	  they	  suggest	  about	  preparedness	  for	  college	  and	  job	  training	  by	  the	  end	  of	  12th	  grade?	  	  	  

What	  do	  they	  suggest	  about	  the	  potential	  to	  fill	  jobs	  in	  high-‐paying,	  high	  trajectory	  occupations	  in	  Your	  
State?	  	  	  

What	  do	  they	  suggest	  for	  the	  future	  of	  Your	  State’s	  economy,	  employment	  and	  job	  outlook?	  	  
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Here	  we	  provide	  similar	  data	  for	  Your	  District—asking	  you	  to	  think	  about	  the	  same	  questions	  we	  just	  
raised.	  
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Now	  that	  we	  have	  taken	  you	  through	  NAEP	  101,	  let’s	  explore	  NAEP’s	  relevance	  for	  parent	  leaders.	  	  
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This	  slide	  lists	  some	  of	  NAEP’s	  major	  characteristics.	  

Is	  it	  important	  to	  know	  how	  Your	  State	  compares	  with	  other	  states	  in	  terms	  of	  overall	  achievement,	  
closing	  gaps,	  and	  rigor?	  

Is	  it	  important	  to	  be	  able	  to	  see	  changes	  over	  time?	  

How	  can	  parent	  leaders	  use	  this	  information?	  
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Rigorous	  coursework	  is	  related	  to	  higher	  student	  achievement.	  

How	  do	  you	  know	  the	  level	  of	  rigor	  in	  your	  schools?	  

What	  is	  your	  basis	  of	  comparison?	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



46	  
	  

	  

	  

NAEP	  has	  documented	  differences	  in	  rigorous	  course-‐taking	  patterns	  by	  race/ethnicity	  in	  high	  school—	  

but	  even	  with	  that—are	  the	  absolute	  levels	  of	  rigorous	  course-‐taking	  good	  enough?	  
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Here	  we	  see	  significant	  differences	  by	  race/ethnicity	  in	  the	  patterns	  of	  Algebra	  1	  course-‐taking	  in	  middle	  
school—	  

Here	  is	  how	  it	  correlates	  with	  achievement…the	  more	  rigorous	  the	  coursework,	  the	  higher	  the	  
percentage	  Proficient	  on	  NAEP.	  	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



48	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

In	  2011,	  the	  National	  Assessment	  Governing	  Board	  called	  for	  a	  special	  study	  linking	  NAEP	  with	  
international	  assessments	  in	  math,	  science,	  and	  reading.	  

The	  linking	  study	  will	  translate	  state	  NAEP	  scores	  into	  their	  equivalents	  on	  the	  international	  tests.	  

Through	  participating	  in	  NAEP,	  states	  will	  be	  able	  to	  see	  how	  their	  student	  performance	  compares	  with	  
student	  performance	  in	  countries	  like	  China,	  Japan,	  Germany	  and	  England.	  

We	  expect	  to	  report	  the	  results	  at	  the	  end	  of	  2012.	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



49	  
	  

	  

	  

This	  is	  our	  key	  question	  for	  you.	  
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We	  suggest	  that	  NAEP	  is	  a	  resource	  to	  help	  parent	  leaders	  ask	  important	  questions.	  

We	  stress	  here	  that	  NAEP	  is	  but	  one	  way	  that	  parents	  can	  become	  informed	  to	  ask	  questions.	  	  	  

We	  are	  not	  suggesting	  that	  NAEP	  be	  followed,	  only	  that	  it	  can	  be	  used	  as	  a	  basis	  for	  starting	  a	  
productive	  conversation	  with	  local	  education	  leaders	  about	  student	  achievement	  and	  closing	  
achievement	  gaps.	  	  
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NAEP	  frameworks	  define	  what	  NAEP	  measures	  at	  grades	  4,	  8,	  and	  12	  and	  how	  it	  will	  be	  measured.	  	  The	  
frameworks	  are	  the	  “blueprint”	  for	  the	  tests.	  	  	  

I	  talked	  a	  little	  about	  what	  NAEP	  measures	  and	  how	  it	  is	  measured	  in	  describing	  the	  test	  questions	  at	  the	  
beginning	  of	  this	  presentation.	  

Here	  you	  see	  the	  abridged	  version	  of	  the	  NAEP	  test	  framework	  for	  math.	  	  Some	  of	  your	  packets	  have	  
copies	  of	  the	  abridged	  version	  of	  the	  math	  framework.	  	  	  

Others	  have	  copies	  of	  the	  abridged	  version	  of	  the	  reading	  framework.	  	  	  

The	  complete	  frameworks	  are	  available	  on-‐line.	  

How	  can	  NAEP	  frameworks	  help	  parent	  leaders?	  
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The	  Governing	  Board	  develops	  the	  NAEP	  frameworks	  to	  define	  what	  NAEP	  should	  measure.	  	  This	  is	  done	  
through	  an	  18	  month	  process	  involving	  hundreds	  of	  experts	  and	  educators.	  	  	  

NAEP	  frameworks	  are	  the	  highest	  download	  publication	  from	  the	  Governing	  Board’s	  web	  site.	  

The	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  for	  English	  Language	  Arts	  document	  refers	  to	  the	  NAEP	  reading	  and	  
mathematics	  frameworks	  as	  their	  foundation.	  

NAEP	  frameworks	  guide	  assessment	  development—they	  are	  not	  designed	  nor	  intended	  to	  be	  a	  
curriculum;	  however,	  becoming	  familiar	  with	  what	  NAEP	  measures	  can	  help	  raise	  questions	  about	  what	  
is	  taught.	  	  	  
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Thousands	  of	  released	  NAEP	  questions	  are	  available	  on-‐line,	  along	  with	  data	  showing	  performance	  by	  
race/ethnicity	  and	  income,	  and	  by	  state	  and	  district.	  	  	  

There	  is	  a	  brochure	  on	  how	  to	  use	  the	  Questions	  Tool	  in	  your	  packets.	  	  	  

I	  will	  also	  provide	  a	  brief	  overview	  for	  accessing	  this	  and	  other	  NAEP	  tools	  in	  a	  few	  minutes.	  
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The	  NAEP	  questions	  tool	  is	  another	  potential	  resource	  for	  starting	  conversations	  about	  teaching	  and	  
learning.	  Again,	  not	  that	  what	  NAEP	  does	  is	  necessarily	  what	  should	  be	  done	  in	  Your	  District	  or	  Your	  
State,	  but	  it	  provides	  a	  means	  to	  compare	  and	  reflect	  on	  what	  IS	  done	  locally	  and	  for	  starting	  a	  
conversation	  about	  what	  is	  the	  same,	  what	  is	  different,	  and	  what	  are	  the	  reasons.	  	  	  	  
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NAEP	  reports	  in	  all	  tested	  subjects	  are	  available	  on-‐line	  to	  download	  and	  print	  from	  your	  computer.	  

In	  your	  packet	  is	  a	  sample	  printed	  report—math	  if	  you	  have	  the	  math	  framework;	  reading	  if	  you	  have	  
the	  reading	  framework.	  

	  Most	  of	  these	  are	  state	  and	  national	  reports,	  a	  few	  of	  you	  have	  Trial	  Urban	  District	  reports.	  	  

We	  hope	  that	  you	  will	  become	  more	  and	  more	  familiar	  with	  NAEP	  data.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



56	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Here	  are	  some	  actions	  or	  questions	  to	  consider.	  
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Also	  in	  your	  packets	  is	  a	  brochure	  on	  how	  to	  use	  the	  NAEP	  Data	  Explorer.	  
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The	  NAEP	  Data	  Explorer	  is	  a	  way	  to	  drill	  deeper	  in	  the	  data	  for	  Your	  State	  and	  Your	  District,	  with	  much	  
more	  detail	  than	  the	  NAEP	  Report	  Cards.	  
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For	  example,	  data	  about	  NAEP	  background	  questions	  are	  on	  the	  Data	  Explorer.	  
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Background	  questions	  are	  asked	  of	  students,	  teachers,	  and	  principals.	  	  They	  address	  factors	  related	  to	  
achievement.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



61	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

I	  will	  now	  give	  you	  a	  very	  brief	  overview	  about	  accessing	  NAEP	  on-‐line	  tools.	  	  	  The	  brochures	  in	  your	  
packet	  will	  provide	  more	  details.	  	  We	  invite	  you	  to	  visit	  the	  NAEP	  booth	  in	  the	  Exhibition	  Hall—the	  staff	  
there	  have	  a	  laptop	  and	  will	  be	  able	  to	  give	  you	  a	  demo.	  

The	  address	  for	  the	  NAEP	  website	  is	  nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard.	  

The	  arrow	  at	  the	  top	  is	  pointing	  to	  this	  address.	  

The	  arrow	  on	  the	  left	  is	  pointing	  to	  a	  button	  that	  says—Sample	  Questions,	  Analyze	  Data	  and	  More.	  	  Click	  
on	  this	  button.	  
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This	  takes	  you	  to	  a	  page	  that	  has	  the	  NAEP	  tools,	  including	  the	  questions	  tool	  and	  the	  data	  explorer.	  

We	  are	  going	  to	  click	  on	  the	  questions	  tool.	  	  	  
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This	  takes	  us	  to	  a	  page	  for	  exploring	  NAEP	  questions	  in	  different	  ways,	  including	  a	  test	  yourself	  link.	  

But	  we	  are	  going	  to	  click	  on	  the	  Questions	  Tool	  link.	  
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This	  takes	  us	  to	  the	  question	  tool.	  	  The	  arrow	  in	  the	  upper	  right	  will	  take	  you	  to	  a	  tutorial,	  so	  even	  with	  
your	  Questions	  Tool	  brochure,	  you	  may	  want	  to	  try	  this	  first.	  

The	  arrow	  at	  the	  bottom	  is	  pointing	  to	  the	  subjects	  for	  Main	  NAEP—this	  is	  where	  you	  will	  find	  questions	  
and	  results	  for	  states	  and	  districts—which	  are	  likely	  to	  be	  the	  most	  interest	  to	  you.	  

You	  click	  on	  a	  subject	  and	  then	  explore	  easy,	  medium	  and	  hard	  questions,	  open	  ended	  and	  multiple	  
choice,	  at	  grades	  4,	  8,	  or	  12.	  

You	  can	  print	  them	  out,	  along	  with	  national,	  state,	  and	  Trial	  Urban	  District	  data.	  
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So—what	  are	  some	  things	  Parent	  Leaders	  can	  do	  with	  NAEP	  data?	  
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Thank	  you	  very	  much.	  	  There	  is	  a	  printout	  of	  this	  page	  in	  your	  packets.	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


